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COC Elections

New ballots were mailed to producers on December 20, 2013. These ballots will indicate
that they are the corrected ballot in several places, including on the outside of the mailing,
on the ballot and on the outside of the return envelope.

The corrected ballot must be returned to your County FSA Office or postmarked by Janu-
ary 17, 2014. All newly elected county committee members will take office February 18,
2014. All county committee members whose term expired on Dec. 31, 2013, will have
their term extended to January 31, 2014.

Important Reminders for 2014

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of
U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Ser-
vice Agency administers this program for USDA.

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the
county are required to report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to
submit the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair
market value of the property. County government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others
involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these report-
ing requirements.

Farming Operation Changes

Producers who have bought or sold land, or added or dropped rented land from their oper-
ation must report those changes to the FSA office as soon as possible. A copy of the deed
or recorded land contract for purchase property is needed to maintain accurate records
with FSA. Failure to do so can lead to possible program ineligibility and penalties. While
making record updates, be sure to update signature authorizations. Making record chang-
es now will save time in the spring.

Controlled Substance

Any person convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance violation could
be ineligible for USDA payments or benefits. Violations include planting, harvesting or
growing a prohibited plant. Prohibited plants include marijuana, opium, poppies and other
drug producing plants.

Special Accommodations

Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision
impairment or hearing impairment. If accommodations are required, individuals should
contact the county FSA office staff directly or by phone.

Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to visit the county office because of work schedules, dis-
tance, health, etc..., FSA has a power of attorney form available that allows producers to
designate another person to conduct business at the office. If interested, contact our office
or any Farm Service Agency office for more information.
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Important Reminders for 2014-Continued

Bank Account Changes

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electroni-
cally transferred into a bank account. In order for timely
payments to be made, producers need to notify the FSA
county office when an account has been changed or if
another financial institution purchases the bank where
payments are sent. Payments can be delayed if the FSA
office is not aware of updates to bank accounts and rout-
ing numbers.

Appeal Process

After an FSA official makes a decision on a request for
USDA services or application, the producer will be sent a
letter informing him/her of the decision and options that
can be pursued.

Generally, program participants have three choices — an
informal review with the original agency decision-maker,
an opportunity for mediation and finally an appeal to the
next level of authority within the agency.

FSA Signature Policy

Using the correct signature when doing business with
FSA can save time and prevent a delay in program bene-
fits. The following are FSA signature guidelines:

e Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other
~ for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an
interest, unless written notification denying a spouse
this authority has been provided to the county office
e Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an
authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures,
corporations, or other similar entities

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact
your local FSA office.

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program

The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFLP) allows
producers of eligible commodities to obtain low-interest
financing to build or upgrade farm storage and handling
facilities.

The new maximum principal amount of a loan through
FSFL is $500,000. Participants are now required to pro-
vide a down payment of 15 percent, with CCC providing a
loan for the remaining 85 percent of the net cost of the
eligible storage facility and permanent drying and han-
dling equipment. Additional security is required for poured
-cement open-bunker silos, renewable biomass facilities,
cold storage facilities, hay barns and for all loans exceed-
ing $50,000. New loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are
available depending on the amount of the loan. Interest
rates for each term rate may be different and are based
on the rate which CCC borrows from the Treasury Depart-
ment.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Payments are available in the form of a partial disburse-
ment and the remaining final disbursement. The partial
disbursement will be available after a portion of the con-
struction has been completed. The final fund disburse-
ment will be made when all construction is completed.
The maximum amount of the partial disbursement will be
50 percent of the projected and approved total loan
amount.

The following commodities are eligible for farm storage
facility loans:

e Corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts,
wheat, barley or minor oilseeds harvested as whole
grain

e Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or barley harvested
as other-than-whole grain

e Pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas, dry beans and
dry peas

e Hay

e Renewable biomass

e Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables - cold storage
facilities

e Honey

For more information about FSFL please visit your FSA
county office or www.fsa.usda.gov .

Loans for the Socially Disadvantaged

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist
applicants to begin or continue in agriculture production.
Loans are available for operating type loans and/or pur-
chase or improve farms or ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these
loan programs, the FSA has provided priority funding for
members of socially disadvantaged applicants. A socially
disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose mem-
bers have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prej-
udice because of his or her identity as members of the
group without regard to his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged
groups are women, African Americans, American Indians,
Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all

the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the
needed credit elsewhere.
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